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First Holy Communion Celebrations

Congratulations to all of those Year 3 children who have received the sacrament of First Holy Communion over the last few weeks.  We would like to thank our priests Fr Chris, Fr Paul, Fr John; the Catechists  at each of our three parishes and also the parents of the children for their hard work and support in the weeks leading up to the celebrations. We would also like to thank the Year 3 teachers for their hard work and dedication in delivering the ‘Called to His Supper’ programme so well. The children were very well prepared for receiving the sacrament and were a credit to all involved. Congratulations children! 

We look forward to our own school Thanksgiving Mass at ChristChurch on 2nd July (10am) followed by a celebration Party back at school afterwards.
Walk Once a Week (WOW)/ Cycle to School Week
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As part of our Travel Plan, we have taken part in a number of initiatives to help improve the health of our pupils and reduce negative environmental impacts; WOW (Walk to school Once a Week) programme and ‘Bike and Scoot’ week, both created by Stockport Education Authority. We would like to thank the large number of pupils who have actively supported the initiatives which aim to improve children’s fitness and reduce the carbon footprint of the daily school run! We would like to thank parents for their support in this – we shall encourage children to keep up these changes, wherever possible, throughout the summer term. 

Royal Wedding Party - 
We joined the nation in Royal Wedding celebrations on Thursday 28th April – During the morning the children were set a special Design Technology challenge to create a wedding dress for Kate Middleton and a crown for Prince William using entirely recycled materials. The stunning creations can be seen on the school website! 

[image: image6.wmf]Mrs O’ Connor also launched a Royal Wedding poetry competition. The winning entry, written by Chika Sharples of4GP, (which can also be viewed on the website) was posted off to Buckingham Palace along with the best wishes of the school – we look forward to hearing a response. During the afternoon we had our own version of a street party on the school playground; the weather was so gloriously hot that the chocolate on the biscuits melted! It was a lovely day and one we hope the children will remember.
Young Entrepreneurs - For the past 10 weeks a small group of Year 5 children have been taking part in the ‘Young Entrepreneurs Club’ led by Mrs Warwick and Miss Arthur. The purpose of the club, which was funded by Stockport Authority, was for pupils to design market and sell their own product. The final design has now been mass produced, with the teachers purchasing much of the stock as end of year class gifts (so we cannot give too many details away!). Along with companies from other primary schools from across the borough the children attended a product launch event at Stockport Town Hall. As part of their pitch the children had to create an exhibition stand and present their business plans, designs and products to a particularly chosen group of ‘dragons’. The children were praised for their exceptional marketing skills and behaviour during the event and despite not winning the coveted Best Company Award, had a fantastic day and sold out entirely of stock!
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Visitors – Our Year 6 children have taken part in a series of drama sessions led by Stockport Magistrates. The lessons, which are an introduction to the legal system, have given the children the opportunity to explore crime and punishment through role play. We know that the children have really enjoyed these lessons.
[image: image8.wmf]Trips – The School council has continued to build upon its strong relationship with that of St James’ High School; our upper school councillors visited the school earlier in the week to take part in a series of debates. Our Year 5 children will also be visiting St James’ High School during the first week back after the Whitsun holiday; the children will spend a day at the school, taking part in a range of activities designed to enable our children to experience a typical day at the school. These ‘Curriculum Days’  are a key part of our transition programme with St James and have proven to be a huge success in the past. Our Year 6 children head off for the annual residential visit to PGL: Boreatton Park on Friday 24th June; accompanied by the Year 6 teaching team and a number of other staff they will stay for 3 nights and experience a wide range of exciting, wild and often wet outward bound activities! 

[image: image9.wmf]Sporting News

[image: image10.wmf]Once again our children have been a credit to the school when representing us in sporting competitions.  Our newly formed Golf Team were runners up in the Stockport Borough Final in the Year 3/4 category; the Year 5 team were winners of the Years 5/6 age category  and as a result will now go on to represent Stockport in the Greater Manchester Schools Games in July. Very well done to all of our Golfers! Our Year 4 Tennis squad have the chance to join them at the School Games if they win their tennis Borough Final later this week – Best of luck, Tennis Team! The Year 6 Boys Football team have played two games against near rivals Hursthead this half term; despite losing both of these matches, congratulations go to all of the boys who took part for their sportsmanlike behaviour. 
Green Fingered Ec0-Club

[image: image11.wmf]Our school Eco-club have been busy bees in the garden over the last few weeks putting their green fingers to the test.  The children chose to use the Morrison’s 'Let's Grow' vouchers to purchase some fruit trees and bedding plants to develop our garden area further. Earlier in the year we held a 'Design a Garden' competition and Mrs Jenny Johnson used these designs to landscape and create the garden area to the front of the school. 
New Phone System

We hope that you have found the new phone system useful in contacting the school over the last half term. As with all new initiatives, we have found one or two teething troubles and thank you for your patience. We have discovered that the line we use to call out to parents is not the same line used when parents call in. The impact of this is that if you receive an answer phone message or missed call from the school, you cannot simply take the ‘return call’ option on your phone (as you will be calling the fax number!); instead dial the usual school telephone number and you will be put through to the office as normal. We hope that this will not cause you too many problems.

Summer Uniform

We would like to remind parents of the school summer uniform (as outlined in the prospectus). Boys may wear short/long grey trousers and a short sleeved aertex lemon polo shirt. Girls should wear a lemon/white checked dress; Year 6 girls only have the additional option of a short sleeved aertex lemon yellow polo shirt and grey skirt. The year 6 girl’s uniform differs from that of other year groups as it was decided, several years ago, that it was unfair to ask parents to purchase a school dress which would only be worn for a few weeks.

Dinner Money
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The price of a school lunch remains at £1.85 per day/ £9.25 per week; the cost of meals for the next half term is therefore £61.05 (£53.65 For Year 6 pupils). 
Parking
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We are reliant upon the good nature of the residents of Conway Road and surrounding areas to support the security of our school, particularly during weekends and school holidays. We are aware that the vast majority of parent’s park with consideration and that it is a selected few that continue to cause parking problems; we would therefore urge all parents to please show thought and respect for others when dropping off and picking children from the school and adhere to the parking restrictions.
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Sun Safety - In the unlikely event of a hot British summer!?! – We would like to remind parents to provide children with sun hats and water bottles in order to help them stay cool. Please note that we are not permitted to apply sun tan lotion and so request that it is applied before school.

Staffing News 

We welcomed Mrs Reynolds back to school earlier this week from maternity leave. 
A group of 11 school staff will be taking part in the Race for Life at 11am on Sunday 12th June at Tatton Park in aid of Cancer Research UK. If you would like to sponsor us you can via our fundraising webpage: 

www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/ccjsstaff
All donations are very, very gratefully received! Why don't you come along on the day to cheer us along?

Tesco Vouchers - Thank you for your wonderful response to this appeal. We now have more than enough vouchers to obtain two more visualisers for use in the classroom. (an updated version of the OHP and are used to demonstrate all sorts of things in the classroom using the whiteboards: science experiments, examples of children’s work, pages from books). If, over the holidays you find any more vouchers lurking in corners of bags or in pockets, they are being despatched during the first week back after half term so there’s still time to send them in, whatever is left over from the total we ‘spend’ is banked until next year. We can only accept them until this date, after which they are worthless.

Dates for your Diary

Monday 13th June – Return to school
Tuesday 21st June – Year 6 Sports Day
Friday 24th to Monday 27th June – Year 6 to PGL
Tuesday 28th June – New Year 2 intake Parents Meeting, 7pm
Wednesday 1st July (am) – Year 4 Sports Day

Saturday 2nd July – First Communion Thanksgiving Mass & Celebration, ChristChurch, 10am

Tuesday 5th July (am) – Year 5 Sports Day

Friday 8th July – Family Fun Night
Tuesday 12th July (am) - Year 3 Sports Day

Thursday 21st July – Year 6 Leavers Mass @ St Ann’s Church, 7pm

Friday 22nd July – Reports out to Parents

Wednesday 27th July – Year 6 Leavers Assembly for Parents 10am
Wednesday 27th July - Break up for Summer Holiday 

Finally…

We would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you all a lovely holiday.

Christine Robinson






Rachel Gaughan

Headteacher
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